
Tips for Teaching Students who Use English as a Second Language 

This is a collection of suggestions of ways to support the ESL students in your classes. These accommodations are generally easy to make and not only will they make a huge difference for the multilingual students, they will also usually be appreciated by native English speakers as well.
In general:

· Use visual support – make gestures that support your words, use the board (write an outline of the day’s activities, note important vocabulary), show physical examples of items under discussion, use transparencies/PowerPoint, and provide handouts whenever possible.
· Provide a variety of ways for students to communicate with you and make sure they are aware of them. Examples include office hours, e-mail, chat rooms, podcasts, and web-based learning spaces, such as Blackboard and Second Life.

· To aid in listening comprehension, make sure students can see your face as you talk. 

· Be aware of the cultural references you make in class and try to provide a context and background information in order to make their relevance and relationship to the topic at hand clear. International students often will not know about or be able to infer the same things as domestic students when you mention, for example, “Woodstock” or “the Reagan years.”

· Be aware of your use of slang and metaphors and be sure to paraphrase or explain such language.

· Make lecture notes/outlines available before class.

· Recognize that language learning is a lengthy process - errors will persist in the speech and writing of most second language users for years.
· Help students develop relationships with others (professors, students) in their field to provide an academic and professional support network.

· Be explicit about your expectations for the course, including attendance, participation, suggestions for successful study in the course, and assignment parameters; but do not assume that after you go over the syllabus students’ expectations will match yours. 
· Avoid asking students to represent or speak for their country, but recognize that asking about their individual experiences is often appreciated.

· Learn about your international students as individuals and use that information to help integrate them into the classroom.
With regard to reading and writing:

· Be aware of the time required for second language users to complete course assignments. A task that a native speaker of English can complete in one hour can easily take 8 to 10 hours for a non-native speaker of English.

· Give extra time for reading – avoid in-class reading, hand out both in- and out-  of class readings well in advance.
· Consider making equitable accommodations in terms of time and resources available for all students to use during tests.

· Be clear about your expectations (including purpose, structure, and content) for writing assignments. Share previous student papers as models.
· Provide specific feedback on writing to help students understand ways that they can strengthen their texts to meet your expectations – then provide opportunities for revision.
· Make writing assignments that build on each other, so that students have the opportunity to incorporate feedback.
· Learn about and make students aware of the services offered by the Writing Center. 

· Be prepared to discuss and teach appropriate ways of integrating texts. Not only do these differ according to academic field, but second language users from non-Western backgrounds have often learned practices that are not considered standard integration by U.S. academics. In addition, some things that appear to be plagiarism may reflect the struggles multilingual writers can have with new academic language and style.
